
Program Description  

 

The U.S. Summer Innovation Institute  

for Young Egyptian Science Leaders 

 

 

In celebration of US-Egyptian collaboration in science, education and research, The Institute of International 

Education is pleased to announce the U.S. Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian Science Leaders.  

The Institute, which will take place in the United States during the period of September 2-23, is funded by a 

grant from the U.S. Embassy in Cairo.  The Institute of International Education (IIE) Regional Office in Cairo is 

administering the Institute in partnership with the IIE Southern Regional Center in Houston, Texas in close 

cooperation with the U.S. Embassy in Cairo’s Cultural Affairs Office. 

 

The U.S. Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian Science Leaders is open to Egyptian university 

students who have a strong interest in and aptitude for innovation and entrepreneurship.  Students should be 

studying in a Science, Technology, Engineering or Math field (S.T.E.M.).  Ten students will be competitively 

selected to participate.  The Institute will feature a series of highly interactive meetings, discussions, and 

observations and site visits with leading individuals involved in fostering entrepreneurship and innovation.  

Participating students will have the opportunity to visit three U.S. cities: Washington, D.C. and Houston and 

Austin, Texas.  The Institute’s segments will focus on each city's unique strengths and resources to give 

participants a broader understanding of the entrepreneurial experience in the U.S., with emphasis placed on site 

visits and hands-on learning experiences, and an exposure to American culture.  

 

 

The first week of the Institute will be held in Washington, D.C. where participants will be afforded a variety of 
opportunities to develop a better understanding of the role of key government agencies, non-profit 
organizations, and private corporations in promoting innovation and fostering entrepreneurship.  Orientation 
activities will be held to introduce the Institute’s objectives and the itinerary.  Next, participants will attend a 
series of meetings dealing with public- and private-sector efforts to encourage entrepreneurship; including the 
congressional support of the America COMPETES Act and the Brookings Institution's Metropolitan Policy 
Program.  Participating students will be issued Flip video-camcorders to document their experiences and 
observations, with editing instruction provided by video production professionals at the end of the Institute.  
 
Participants will spend the second and third weeks of the U.S. Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian 

Science Leaders in Houston, Texas, a city that demonstrates both the industrial impact of emerging technology 

and the demographic diversity of an evolving American metropolis.  Historically known as the global capital of 

the energy industry, Houston is also home to the U.S. space program, the most active international port in the 

country, and the world’s largest medical center.  In meetings with leaders in key science and technology fields, 

participants will discuss the development of critical advances, from laboratory research to practical 

implementation.   

Program Overview 
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Program Dates 

Describing Houston’s remarkable demographic diversity and national patterns in immigration, Rice University 

sociologist, Stephen Klineberg has said “the American future will be worked out in Houston,” and cultural 

activities to demonstrate this diversity will be incorporated into the local program.  Institute participants will 

also enjoy opportunities to explore the heritage and future of Houston through scheduled visits to some of the 

city’s most remarkable attractions, including the historic George Ranch and the exclusive Level Nine Tour at 

Space Center Houston, a behind-the-scenes visit to astronaut training facilities not accessible to the general 

public.  A trip to Austin, Texas will include meetings with the global high-tech corporations headquartered in the 

“Silicon Hills.”  The future of information technology and the American entrepreneurial model will be discussed, 

as will the increasingly important role of intellectual property and university research sponsorship.   

 

 

 

June 5 Deadline for receipt of applications 

June 19 
Week of June 19 

Notification of short-listed candidates 
Interviews 

June 30 Notification of primary and alternate candidates (final selection 
pending requisite TOEFL scores).  

July/August 
 
September 2 

Pre-departure process (visa, tickets, orientation meeting, etc.) 
Depart for the United States 

September 24 Return to Egypt 
 

 

 
 
The U.S. Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian Science Leaders will cover the following expenses:  
 TOEFL exam fees for primary and alternate candidates 
 Pre-departure orientation meeting in Cairo 
 U.S. visa fees 
 Round-trip international air tickets and domestic travel within the United States 
 Health Insurance 
 Meals throughout the duration of the Institute in the United States 
 Cultural activities 

Program Funding 
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Eligibility Requirements   
 

Should you apply for the U.S. Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian Science Leaders? 
 

Am I an ideal candidate?  The most competitive applicants can answer “yes” to most or all the following 
statements.  
 I have a passion for Science, Technology, Engineering, or Math. 
 I am committed to playing an active role in Egypt’s development upon my return. 
 I have been a part of an innovative project.  
 I am open-minded and have respect for new ideas, concepts, and point of views. 
 I am mature, responsible, and independent. 
 I can represent Egypt well in the United States. 
 I have a strong interest in learning more about the United States. 

 

Are you eligible to apply?  Applicants must meet all the eligibility requirements to apply for the Institute.  You 
must be able to answer “yes” to all of the following statements.  If you answer “no” to any of these statements, 
you are not eligible to apply for the program.  
 I am a citizen of Egypt and currently reside in Egypt. 
 I have or am qualified and able to obtain a passport. 
 If I am male and have military obligations in Egypt, I understand that I am responsible for obtaining any 

documentation required for travel. 
 I am a University student between the ages of 18 and 25. 
 I am studying in a Science, Technology, Engineering or Math field. 
 I am able to travel to and remain in the United States for the duration of the Institute in September 

2011. 
 I commit to returning to Egypt at the conclusion of the Institute.  
 As far as I know I am able to receive a U.S. J-1 visa. 
 I understand that the U.S. J-1 visa requires me to reside in Egypt for two years after completion of the 

Institute.   
 I understand that the U.S. Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian Science Leaders award if 

offered will be pending my official TOEFL test score report of 500 or higher and visa issuance.  
 

Are you ineligible for the Program?  If you answer “yes” to any of the statements below, you cannot apply for 
the Institute.   
 I am a U.S. citizen. 
 I have a U.S. green card. 
 I have applied for U.S. permanent residency in the last three years, or someone has applied for me on 

my behalf. 
 I am currently fulfilling a two-year home residency J-1 visa requirement. 
 I am currently employed by the U.S. Embassy in Cairo or have been employed in the U.S. Embassy in 

Cairo in the last 12-month period. 
 A family member with whom I live is currently employed by the U.S. Embassy in Cairo or has been 

employed by the U.S. Embassy in Cairo in the last 12-month period. 
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Application Form:  Each question must be completed in full in English by the applicant and the application must 
be signed and dated.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.  

Essay Questions:  Essay questions will be used as key factors in evaluating students for participation in the U.S. 
Summer Innovation Institute for Young Egyptian Science Leaders. All essays should be type-written in English, 
include the name of the applicant, and be attached to the application.  
 
Important Note:  Essay questions must be written in the applicant’s own words and not contain text taken from 
the Internet, books, or other sources.  We take plagiarism very seriously.  Applications containing even one 
sentence of plagiarized text will be disqualified automatically.  For a definition of plagiarism please read below 
and/or visit www.plagiarism.org for guidance on how to avoid plagiarism.  

“According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means:  
 to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own  
 to use (another's production) without crediting the source  
 to commit literary theft  
 to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source. 

 
In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and lying about it 
afterward.” ** 
**sourced from www.plagiarism.org 

Recommendation Form:  We require one recommendation form from someone who knows you well and can 
comment on your character and potential for innovation.  Types of people who can write recommendations 
include, but are not limited to the following: teachers, professors, supervisors, youth activity coordinators, etc.  
They must fill out the attached recommendation form and submit it either to you or to IIE directly.   
 
Institutional TOEFL (ITP) Score:  An Institutional TOEFL (ITP) score of 500 is required for participation in the 
Institute as all activities will be conducted in English.  Applicants are not required to submit ITP scores with 
their applications.  IIE will arrange TOEFL exams sittings for all applicants who are chosen as primary and 
alternate candidates.   Final selection to participate requires a TEOFL score of at least 500.     
 
Inquiries:  Inquiries should be sent by email to summer.innovation.institute@gmail.com  
Inquiries will be answered within 3 working days.   

Application Submission:  Applications and the required documents must be submitted electronically to 
summer.innovation.institute@gmail.com . Make sure the scanned copy you send is clear. Complete applications 

must be received no later than: Sunday, June 5, 2011 3:00 p.m.  Applications received after this time will be 
considered late and ineligible.    
 
Following is a check list of the required application documents: 
 Application Form (all sections should be filled out in full) 
 Four essay questions type-written in English  
 One recommendation letters on the required forms 

 

Application Instructions 
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